
Carolina Clay Matters is an equal opportunity organization. 

We will do everything in our power to provide access to all. Please contact us (see the Board Members listed above), 

if anyone in your party has a special need so that we can be sure to provide equal access. 

Message from the President  

It is already November! 

The Fall Pottery Sale was a huge success, and with the Public Art Display up on the barn for 

all to see, we all should be feeling a bit proud of our guild. Many thanks to the excellent work 

of those who participated, and a standing ovation to those who went the extra mile (or two) 

who volunteered their energy and time to make it all happen. 

 

There is so much that goes on in this guild, but I think what I have enjoyed most is getting to 

know some very fine people. I have had the opportunity in the last two years on the board to 

appreciate the dedication, talent, wisdom, and grace in which many operate. Because she is moving away to Florida 

in December, I will actually mention a name of a lady that we all admire for all the above reasons. Ann Prock is onto 

her next adventure in Florida where she will have a home studio and opportunity to be in all those great Florida 

shows. Ann has served as an active member of the guild as President, Vice President, Treasurer, Festival Coordi-

nator, and many other roles. To say that she has been a vital part of this guild is an understatement. 

 

Ann, you will be missed but we sincerely wish you all the best. Please keep in touch. 

Members, we will have an opportunity to say thanks at the November Guild Meeting and Holiday Sale Opening Re-

ception. 

 

Hope to see you there, 

Gwen Bowen 

President:  Gwen Bowen 

Vice President:  Deb McConnell 

Treasurer:  Ann Prock 

Secretary:  Bethany Osborn 

Membership:   Jamie Loftis 

Program:  Laurie Gersh & Gena VanDyke  

Communications:  Kim Marcadis 
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2023 CCM Proposed Board Members 

The following members have volunteered to serve on the 2023 CCM Board.  

New positions being filled this year will go out for a vote soon via email.  We are 

still in need of a Vice President. 

President- Deb McConnell 

Vice President- 

Treasurer- Dan Hebert 

Secretary- Kathy Graydon 

Membership- Jamie Loftis 

Programs- Gena VanDyke and Celena Burnett 

Communication- Stephanie Bercht 

mailto:president@carolinaclaymatters.org
mailto:vicepresident@carolinaclaymatters.org
mailto:treasurer@carolinaclaymatters.org
mailto:secretary@carolinaclaymatters.org
mailto:members@carolinaclaymatters.org
mailto:programs@carolinaclaymatters.org
mailto:communications@carolinaclaymatters.org


From the Treasurer 

September 30, 2022 Financial Summary                          

September Profit / Loss Report    September YTD Budget to Actual Report    

From Membership 

Your 2023 online registration form is now available for renewing your guild membership.  The holiday 

season starting in November is a busy time of year, so please remember to renew as soon as possi-

ble so you don’t forget about it during all the holiday festivities.  Early renewal is also helpful for the 

board so we have a better idea of our revenue in order to set up the 2023 budget.  

CLICK HERE TO RENEW NOW 

If paying by check make it out to Carolina Clay Matters and send to  
Dan Hebert at 5900 Marsailles Ct, Charlotte, NC 28277-2595 

Members Meeting 

November 18th 

5:45 PM 

Carolina Clay Connection 

208 N Polk St, Pineville, NC 

This is the last members’ meeting of this year and it is in conjunction with the Holiday Pop Up Sale Open Reception. 

We will have a brief meeting at 5:45 and then Celebrate the Holiday Sale at 6:00 with snacks, beverages, and com-

munity. This would be a great opportunity to bring friends and family along!  Be sure to sign in for a meeting credit 

and let’s do some visiting. 

Net Monthly Loss: $1,843  

YTD Budget to Actual: Under budget by $4,837 

September Cash Balance $24,588 

September Income 

 Booth Fees $547 

 Membership Dues $58 

Total Income $605  

September Expenses 

 Festival Supplies $120 

 Post Cards/Mailings $2,053 

 Technology $25 

 Online Workshop $250  

Total Expenses $2,448 

IMPORTANT NEED! 
 
The guild needs someone to step up and volunteer as the 2023 Vice President. We can continue as a guild for on-

ly a short while without a VP. Consequences of not having a Vice President at the beginning of next year are: 
 

1. Putting an undue weight on the President who will have no backup. 

2. Treasury checks and balances will go unchecked. 

3. Backup treasurer signature will not be available. 

4. A valued opinion and vote will be missed. 

5. No Artist spotlight 

6. There will be no easy transition the following year for a President. 
 

The success and continuation of this guild depends on volunteers. Please seriously consider stepping up into 

this position. You will be greatly appreciated and greatly supported. Please contact Gwen Bowen or Deb 

McConnell 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/17WD_pP3FgmWvn-2BID8ve_FyW5yz29Kq/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AficiE3Tmiv9n2St2QGDrYvf44BcXTTG/view?usp=sharing
http://ccmpmts.org/machform/view.php?id=104651
mailto:bowengwen316@gmail.com?subject=VP%20Position
mailto:Deb%20McConnell%20%3cdebmcconnell@hotmail.com%3e?subject=VP%20POSITION
mailto:Deb%20McConnell%20%3cdebmcconnell@hotmail.com%3e?subject=VP%20POSITION


 

Artist Spotlight 

Casey Kanes 

 

The Artist Spotlight this month is all about a very new member to the Guild (1 month), 

Casey Kanes. Casey moved to Charlotte from rural Michigan three years ago. She 

shared that she grew up on a farm and resources were scarce to become involved 

with pottery. She did however enjoy the many times she got to paint ceramics with her 

grandmother. Her grandmother bought bisque ware, painted it with her grandchildren, 

and fired it in an “extremely old kiln.” Casey participated in 4 H as a child and her en-

tries in the county fair were her ceramics. 

 

Casey currently works full-time as an IT person at Atrium Health and she and her husband have a 2-year old. When 

she relocated to Charlotte for her job, her Mom gifted her a few-hour clay class at Clayworks where she threw for the 

first time. This cemented her love of clay! During the pandemic, Casey set up a small home studio with a wheel and 

kiln that her husband gave her for Christmas. She has been self-taught thus far, but recently transitioned into taking 

formal lessons at The Village Studio. She said “It’s a small studio with wonderful people.” 

 

Casey is in the learning stages and makes functional ware; mostly bowls and mugs. She loves it when she can use 

her pottery. She said “I love it all, from wedging, the entire process.” Her next hurdle is to make lidded jars, getting 

the measurements right for the lids to fit correctly. Asked about an artist that influences her, she mentioned that she 

loves the whimsical aspect of Juliann Roush’s work, but looks to all artists for inspiration. One thing she has learned 

with pottery is to “let go really well!” 

 

Casey joined CCM to connect with other local potters. She hopes to learn from everyone and someday be able to 

sell at our Pottery Festivals. At the time of our interview, she told me she had just picked up supplies at Carolina 

Clay for the Information Booth and planned on being at the Festival first thing in the morning. I was so impressed 

that Casey was volunteering in her first month as a member. She is a good example that if we all work together our 

organization thrives!  

 



The Pop Up Gallery group will meet on Wednesday, November 9th at 5 pm to finalize 

their opening reception plan!  

ZOOM LINK 

 Meeting ID: 895 7838 7911 

 

The opening reception will follow the membership meeting Friday, November 18th at 6:00.  Invite your friends and 

family to support these talanted artists. There will be refreshments. 

Holiday Pop Up 

INTEREST GROUP  
If you are interested in joining any of our interest groups you can contact any of the facilitators to get more info and 

be added to their mailing list. 

 

Maria Frey (Kiln Builders) - designer@mariafrey.com 

Gwen Orland (Public Art) - Rockyknobpottery@gmail.com 

Roger Strom (Online Sales) - rstrompottery@carolina.rr.com 

Rachel Gunsch (Holiday Sale) - sunraypottery@gmail.com 

ONLINE SALES GROUP 

The online sales group is having their online holiday sale in conjunction with the Holi-

day Pop Up Gallery sale.  The sale dates are November 18th through December 19th.  

If you are interested in participating in this online sales event you can fill out the online 

registration form no later than November 1st. 

If you are not a member of the online sales group you can join by contacting Roger 

Strom and he will add you to the mailing list.  The group is open to all members and 

there is no charge except for when there is a sales event.  This group’s purpose is to 

help members set up an online presence to help them sell their work.  There are 

monthly zoom meetings and workshops that will help you in this process no matter 

where you are in your journey.  You do not have to have an online presence in order to 

join. 

Be sure to check out our updated website reflecting these two sales. 

Kiln Builders 2023 

We'd like to get a head start on where in the world of kilns we'll delve into next year. This group is for 

anyone within the guild that has an interest in learning more by doing! Whether helping to put together 

a kiln tour, sharing resources you've found, procuring materials to build a kiln big or small, or to stack 

bricks into the easy bake oven of your dreams – we need you! Prior experience is not necessary, only 

the willingness to experiment and discover. If you ARE a seasoned veteran of kiln building and firing, 

(or you've had SOME experience that hasn't resulted in major physical injury) we'd love for you to help 

guide us or at least tell us about your storied past. 

Interested in learning more? Contact Maria Frey - designer@mariafrey.com 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89578387911
mailto:designer@mariafrey.com
mailto:Rockyknobpottery@gmail.com
mailto:rstrompottery@carolina.rr.com
mailto:sunraypottery@gmail.com
http://ccmpmts.org/machform/view.php?id=105334
http://ccmpmts.org/machform/view.php?id=105334
mailto:rstrompottery%20%3crstrompottery@carolina.rr.com%3e?subject=Online%20Sales%20Group
mailto:rstrompottery%20%3crstrompottery@carolina.rr.com%3e?subject=Online%20Sales%20Group
https://www.carolinaclaymatters.org/
mailto:designer@mariafrey.com


PUBLIC ART GROUP 

The public art group completed this years tile project.  Installation of the tiles took place last month and was up on 

the barn at 8300 Monroe Rd. before the Pottery Festival.  There was a reception after the festival for all to celebrate 

the accomplishments of the group’s first installment of public art.  We thank the Levines for their support in this pro-

ject. If you are interested in participating in future public art project please contact Gwen Orland.   

Below are some photos of tiles in progress and the completed installation along with some of the potters who creat-

ed the beautiful tiles.   

mailto:rockyknobpottery@gmail.com?subject=Public%20Art%20Group


 

DVD Library 

 
Please remember to check out our  Video Library on our website to see the wonderful selection 

we have available.  You can check out a DVD at the members’ meetings or by contacting Dorothy 

Cole.   We have such a great collection so please don’t let this library go to waste by not taking ad-

vantage of all it has to offer you. 

 

Since we do not have consistent in person meetings due to Covid, you can contact Dorothy Cole 

to request her to mail you a DVD.  You can then return it with prepaid shipping.  

 

REMEMBER TO CHECK OUT A DVD AT THE NOVEMBER 18TH MEETING 

If you have any to return you can bring it to the meeting 

The guild is getting some requests for demonstrations and clay sharing opportunities 

with 

the CMS art teachers and students. Brenda Roberts is our facilitator with the school sys-

tem and is attempting to get a list of volunteers who are interested in this outreach.  

 

At one time school teachers had their requests ready at the start of the school year, but until we get back into “the 

swing of things” the teachers are sporadically asking for our guild input. If Brenda could get a volunteer list togeth-

er, it would add to the efficiency of contacting members as to their availability. 

 

If you are interested please contact Brenda Roberts or sign up at the November guild meeting. 

 

NOTE:  In addition to the reward one feels by helping out their local community, if you demonstrate or assist a 

CMS art teacher you will get credit for one meeting, which will go towards the 2 meeting requirement needed to 

participate in the Pottery Festival. 

 

CLICK HERE TO VOLUNTEER 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

 

FEBRUARY 12TH 

Michael Sherrill Workshop 

Carolina Clay Connections 

208 N Polk St., Pineville, NC 

https://www.carolinaclaymatters.org/video-library
mailto:Dorothy%20Cole%20(dorothycole825@gmail.com)
mailto:Brenda%20Roberts%20%3cbrobertspottery@gmail.com%3e?subject=CMS%20TEACHER%20ASSISTANCE%20PROGRAM


Save The Date Calendar—2022 
Also available on Website Events Page 

Date Time Event 
Presenter/
Program 

Information Register or Link 

Tuesday 
November 1st 

 
Deadline to sign up 

for Online Sales 
Group Holiday Sale 

 
Contact Roger 

Strom if you have 
any questions 

Click her to  

SIGN UP NOW 

November 1st 
through 
Dec 31st 

 
2023 Membership  

Renewal 
 

Fill out the online 
Membership Re-
newal Form for 

2023 before Dec 
31st. 

Click her to  

RENEW 

Monday 
November 7th 

 
7:00 PM Board Meeting Gwen Bowen  

ZOOM LINK 

ID: 874 4309 3163  
 

Passcode: 880270  

Wednesday 
November 9th 

5:00 PM Pop Up  Meeting Rachel Gunch  

 
ZOOM LINK 

 
ID: 895 7838 7911  

 
 

Friday 
November 18th 

5:45 PM 

Guild Meeting 
 

Carolina Clay  
Connection 

208 N Polk St 
Pineville, NC 

Gwen Bowen 
& Board 

  

Friday 
November 18th 

6:00 PM 

Holiday Pop Up Sale 
Opening Reception 

 
Carolina Clay  
Connection 

Rachel Gunch 
& Participating 

Members 
  

November 18 
Through 

December 19 
 

Holiday Sale 
Online Sales Group 

and  
Pop Up Sale Group 

Roger 
Strom—

Rachel Gunch 
and Participat-
ing Members 

Shop Online or 
visit Carolina Clay 

Connections to 
purchase partici-

pating guild  
members work  

 

Sunday 
December 4th 

4:00 PM Board Meeting Gwen Bowen  

ZOOM LINK 

ID: 841 1786 2617 
 

Passcode: 845263  

 

http://www.carolinaclaymatters.org/monthly-calendar
mailto:rstrompottery%20%3crstrompottery@carolina.rr.com%3e?subject=Online%20Sales%20Group
mailto:rstrompottery%20%3crstrompottery@carolina.rr.com%3e?subject=Online%20Sales%20Group
http://ccmpmts.org/machform/view.php?id=105334
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