
Carolina Clay Matters is an equal opportunity organization. 

We will do everything in our power to provide access to all. Please contact us (see the Board Members listed above), 

if anyone in your party has a special need so that we can be sure to provide equal access. 

Message from the President  

Dear Fellow Guild Members, 

 

The Spring sale is wrapped up, and it was amazing. Thanks to all who pulled it together in so 

many ways! It is truly a group effort. It was great seeing some old favorites, and I think we 

had more new exhibitors than ever. I even heard some amazing statements, such as “best 

show ever,” and “ my best sales in 20 years!” Wow. 

 

It doesn’t look like we are slowing down for summer. Might be hot but we are going to have 

some fun thanks to many of our members and Program Coordinators! June, we meet again in person, July we have 

our big workshop (um, free to members), topped off with the annual pool party in August. 

 

Again, we have members who volunteer in many ways to have all of this happening. Do thank them when you see 

them and please join in the fun and participate in volunteering. We have a great guild because of our membership 

interaction. We have included the board openings for next year in this newsletter.  

 

See you soon, 

Gwen Bowen 

President:  Gwen Bowen 

Vice President:  Deb McConnell 

Treasurer:  Ann Prock 

Secretary:  Bethany Osborn 

Membership:   Jamie Loftis 

Program:  Laurie Gersh & Gena VanDyke  

Communications:  Kim Marcadis 
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This is our first in person meeting of the year. Bring a chair and a dish to share, and "junk" to swap. 

We'll discuss new & old business, chat about our Spring sale and learn a new trick or two via a short demo 

by Sylvia Coppola &/or David Clark.   

Post meeting we'll have a parking lot "Trunk Swap" from our cars. Free Stuff only.  [Items for sale can be 

posted on our private CCM Facebook Page.]  

Got a cluttered studio space? Swap out the tools, buckets, chemicals, & glaze stuff you don't use anymore 

with your neighbors at no cost.  Sounds like an opportunity to me - I like Free Stuff to play with!  

If you bring something to trade, you'll get a ticket good for "shopping" for up to 5 items. If there are any 

items left after the first round, they're up for grabs!  

Members Meeting 

 Trunk Swap & Pot Luck Munchies 

Sunday, June 26th from 3 - 5 PM. 

Carolina Clay Connection  

208 N Polk S, Pineville, NC 28134 
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From the Treasurer 

April 30, 2022 Financial Summary                          

Click here for the April Profit / Loss Report  
Click here for the April YTD Budget to Actual Report 

     

 

April 30 YTD Budget to Actual 

Actual –529 

Budget –1,395 

 

Cash Balance: $25,984 

April Income 

 Booth Fees $759 

 Membership Dues $120 

Total Income $879 

April Expenses 

 Festival Postcards $1,928 

 Festival Signs $913 

 Food Truck Broker $100 

 Festival Supplies $17 

 D&O Insurance $1,107 

 Technology $120 

 Spring Fling Gifts $271 

 Spring Fling Food $592 

Total Expense                    $5,048 

Call For 2023 Board Members 

It’s never too early to think about joining the board for next year. In fact, now would be a great time because you 

could pair off with the person already in that position and learn before January 2023. 

 

We are fortunate to have Deb McConnell moving from Vice-President to President. 

We are also fortunate to have Gena Van Dyke willing to stay on as the Program Chair 

and Jamie Loftis as Membership Coordinator. 

We also have Stephanie Bercht already stepping up and learning from Kim the Communication Coordinator role. 

 

That leaves the following positions open: 

 

 Vice-President learns and assists the President and will transition into the President the following year. 

 Secretary records notes from the meetings 

 Programs Co-Chair assists the Program Chair in planning and coordinating events and speakers. 

 Treasurer needs someone with accounting or financial knowledge along with experience with Quickbooks or 

similar bookkeeping system.  We would like to get the new Treasurer identified so that Ann can start working 

with the new Treasurer prior to January 1.  If you are interested in volunteering, please contact Ann or 

Gwen.  Please let Ann know if you are interested in learning more about what's involved.   

 

It is really fun to work together, be able to express your thoughts, and to vote on matters.  Now is the time to start 

asking questions. We really like to share! 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1G3cXLdzaLaRc9iY5AMkPvq5fC2ABfqfR/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PnDm7Gix2OK_oumAHS1yeyhzF3DmJNFi/view?usp=sharing
mailto:annprock@att.net.?subject=Treasurer%20Position


DVD Library 

 
Please remember to check out our  Video Library on our website to see the wonderful selection we 

have available.  You can check out a DVD at the members meetings or by contacting Dorothy Cole.   

We have such a great collection so please don’t let this library go to waste by not taking advantage 

of all it has to offer you. 

 

Since we do not have consistent in person meetings due to Covid, you can contact Dorothy Cole to 

request her to mail you a DVD.  You can then return it with prepaid shipping.  

From Membership 

We have 135 members. There have been no new members added during the month of May.  If you 

know of anyone you think would benefit from joining the guild let them know about us and tell them 

to go to the about membership page on our website. 

ARTIST SPOTLIGHT 

STEPHANIE BERCHT 

Stephanie Bercht, the face of Abelha Designs (pronounced like ah-beh-lee-aa, meaning 

bee in Portuguese), is in the Artist Spotlight this month. Steph came to the US from Brazil 

for her undergraduate degree in Industrial Design from SCAD (Savannah College of Art 

and Design). 

She spent 7 years in Pittsburgh, PA doing an internship and working a few full-time jobs 

before relocating to Charlotte. Steph worked in Design Research & Design Strategy in 

mostly corporate settings until recently when she turned to pottery full time.  

Steph’s husband surprised her with a home studio in their garage to begin 

her pottery business. She is considered a functional potter and makes “day to day items,” such as 

mugs, pour overs, pitchers, and bowls. She’s currently experimenting with herb strippers and tea 

bowls. She would like her coffee mugs and tea bowls to be centered around ritual for the people who 

buy her wares. Steph’s Industrial Design degree shines through when observing her pieces. They are 

very streamlined and the “form follows function.” 

Stephanie’s first pottery class was in Pittsburgh in 2010. In 2019 she became involved with Clayworks 

and continues to take occasional classes there. She is also a monitor which affords her the opportuni-

ty to use the studio glazes.  Asked about the direction she is headed with her pottery, Steph would 

like to explore surface design and treatments and throw larger pieces. Florian Gadsby is one of the 

artists who influences her work. Check out his Instagram account. She said he’s “very 

consistent and drawn to minimal shapes.” 

Stephanie is currently focusing on growing her business by opening an online shop 

and participating in different markets and pop ups in the area. She also takes meeting 

notes for CCM’s Online Sales Group and will be taking over the Guild’s newsletter 

next year. She can be reached at abelha.designs@gmail.com. She’d also like you to give her a fol-

low on Instagram @AbelhaDesigns. 

https://www.carolinaclaymatters.org/video-library
mailto:Dorothy%20Cole%20(dorothycole825@gmail.com)
http://ccmpmts.org/machform/view.php?id=97676
mailto:abelha.designs@gmail.com


VIP (Volunteer Incentive Program) 

It takes many volunteers working behind the scenes to get all of the various jobs done that help make our guild the 

great organization that it is.  One of the incentives offered to these volunteers is that 1 or 2 of the meeting require-

ments in order to participate in the Pottery Festivals is waived.  VIP’s also get a chance to register early for a booth 

in the pottery festivals. 

 

Here is a link to the most current VIP list.  Please look it over and if you are on the list and shouldn’t be or if you are 

not on the list and should be please contact Gwen Bowen.  If you are interested in any of the open positions that 

are on the list you can also contact Gwen. 

 

SAVE THE DATE 

JULY 10th  

9:00 am—4:00 pm 

Reedy Creek Park Indoor Pavillion 

WORKSHOP WITH  

JENNY LOU SHERBURNE 

Fall Pottery Festival 

Saturday, October 8th 10-4 

VIP Registration – Aug 13th 

Regular Registration – Aug 20th 

Registration ends the 27th 

We will have 53 booths. 

Registration may be tight this fall.  Our current set-up makes booth sharing especially easy as customers can reach 

your booth on at least 3 sides.  Anyone wanting to share a booth will need to have a partner prior to registration.  If 

you’d like to share but do not have a ‘buddy’ please contact Valerie Hawkins  

 
Online Pottery Sale 

Celebrate Summer 

June 17-26 

 ONLINE SHOPS 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Fq6NS_88mw9Dgoz8HghCVd6i0TwrydsE/view?usp=sharing
mailto:bowengwen316@gmail.com?subject=VIP
https://www.jennylousherburnepottery.com/
mailto:vhawkins1@comporium.net.
https://www.carolinaclaymatters.org/online-sales-group


Save The Date Calendar—2022 
Also available on Website Events Page 

Date Time Event 
Presenter/
Program 

Information Register or Link 

June 17-26  

CCM Online Pottery 
Sale 

“Celebrate Sum-
mer” 

   

Sunday 
 

June 26th 

3:00 PM 
5:00 PM 

Members Meeting 
 

Sylvia 

Coppola 

Carolina Clay  
Connections 

 
Bring a dish to 

share 

 

Sunday 
 

July 10 

9:00 AM 
4:00 PM 

Workshop  
Jenny Lou 
Sherburne 

Reedy Creek Park 
Indoor Pavilion 

Look for registration 
in future email 

Sunday 
 

August 21 

3:00 PM 
6:00 PM 

Members Meeting 
POOL PARTY 

 
9903 Heritage Oak 
Lane, Waxhaw NC  

 

 CCM Website 

Just wanted to remind our members that 

they can access pretty much all guild infor-

mation on our website.  You might want to 

bookmark it on your browser so you can 

bring it up quickly whenever you need it.  

Check out the calendar under Events tab 

for up to date event information.  Re-

sources has past newsletters and a list of 

our DVD library.  Members log in has work-

shop videos, minutes, treasurer reports and 

members directory.  Our members is a pho-

to directory of members, a bio and links to 

their social media, sales and websites. 

http://www.carolinaclaymatters.org/monthly-calendar
https://www.jennylousherburnepottery.com/
https://www.jennylousherburnepottery.com/
http://maps.google.com/?q=9903%20Heritage%20Oak%20Lane%2C%20Waxhaw%20NC
http://maps.google.com/?q=9903%20Heritage%20Oak%20Lane%2C%20Waxhaw%20NC

